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intense mental labour that he had devoted to it, his draft
reflected the minds of the members. When he addressed
the house in Hindi, though he spoke in firm and measured
tones ihere was trepidation and hesitation. "The responsi-
bility I am assuming," he said, "is perhaps the greatest I
have ever assumed in my life. I do not know whether I shall
succeed in satisfying you or even satisfying me. Nor have
I the vaguest notion of the result. But for over 50 years I
have trained myself never to be concerned about the
result. What I should be concerned about is the means,
and when I am sure of the purity of the means, faith is
enough to lead me on. All fear and trembling melt away
before that faith, and once we have launched forth there
is no looking back." In the English speech the firmness
seemed to have increased, the soul in him criqid out: "We
have waited long enough. Now comes the moment when the
virtue of waiting has become vice." And yet he said: "There
is impenetrable darkness before me regarding the future
course of action. Would you trust your ship to a captain
who is groping? If you would, well and good. Otherwise
reject his generalship summarily." For days he had waited
for light, but beheld obscurity. A glimmer had appeared
on the horizon with the confidence with which he advised
the Working Committee. But still there was a pall of haze.
The next day it had lifted, and he was able to declare al-
most in the exaltation of certitude:-"The thing I have placed
before you is not small. I myself had thought it was small.
But it was not so. It has not come from my intellect. It has
come from recesses of the heart where dwelleth the Inner-
most, It is He who has given it. It was born at the end of
infinite travail.35

f Verily once more the words of the Psalmist had come
true: "Light is sown for the righteous and gladness for the
upright in heart."
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